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������������������� 
Paul A. Lelekis 
  
 This is a wonderful book test that can be conducted at someone’s home as long as 
they have a few books lying around, or better yet, a library.  The “off the cuff” nature 
of this effect will be long remembered!  It is based on a Richard Himber trick but I 
made a couple of changes that I believe strengthened this effect.  
  
EFFECT: 
  
 The performer hands a written prediction for someone to hold. Three random books 
are chosen that are, at least, 200 pages long.  The magician thumbs through the 
pages of one of the books for a spectator to view a page number so that the 
performer cannot see what that page number is. 
  
Then the performer randomly thumbs through a second book and notes a second 
page number.  Someone writes that number down and then the first spectator’s page 
number is written down. 
  
The two numbers are subtracted from one another and the resultant total is used as 
the page number for the third book!  The first few words on that page are read out 
loud and are found to match the performer’s prediction! 
  
METHOD: 
  
Please try this out before you abandon it!  It might seem a little difficult, but is actually 
very easy to do! 
  
As I mentioned earlier, you need to have three books that are at least 200 pages 
long.  You’ll find that most books are at least that long! 
  
If you have a chance to snoop around a little before you perform this effect, make 
sure at least one of the books has its page numbers written at the top of the page.  
This book will be necessary for the first spectator only. 
  
What you must do, is to look up page 92 within the book that will be the third book! 
  
Remember the first few words at the top of the page and you’re set for a miracle!  
Let’s suppose that the first few words at the top of page 92 in book # 3 is,  “…and the 
ocean seemed alive…”  
  
Remember these words so that you may write this as your prediction when you begin 
the effect. Announce that you are writing down a prediction, which you fold up and 
then hand to someone to hold.  Go to the book shelf where you will remove a couple 
of books (books #1 and #3!) and then as sort of a “passing thought”, have someone 
pick out a third book which you know will be book #2! 
  
Take book #1 (the one you know has the page numbers at the top of the page!) and 
hold it out facing the spectator so that you cannot see the pages.  Use your left 
fingers to  slowly flip through the pages (starting at the low number pages and flipping 
through to the  larger numbers) and ask the spectator to say, “Stop!” whenever she 



wishes. 
  
Contrive to have her stop you at a page number of at least 150 by giving her the  
instruction to say,  
“Stop!” just as you arrive in that area. 
  
How do you know when you’re past 150?  By secretly noting the page number at the 
top of the left hand page!  When she says, “Stop!”  have her look at the page number 
at the top of the right- hand page from the spectator’s perspective (it will be the page 
on your left !) 
  
It will always be an odd number. That number will be the page number that you are 
secretly noting, plus one! 
  
Here’s your only work! 
  
As soon as she says,  “Stop!” look over the TOP of the book and note the page 
number (which you are secretly peeking , at the page on YOUR RIGHT! It will be an 
EVEN NUMBER! ), say, page number 246. 
  
Add one ( making it 247) because that is the page number she will be noting by your 
contrivance.  Tell her to remember her page number but don’t say it out loud yet!   
  
CLOSE UP THE BOOK!! 
  
To execute the “ peek ” of the page number,  keep the top of the book at about chin 
level! It is easy to glimpse the even page number.. 
  
Now you need to do some easy math in your head!  Remember that the only number 
you are interested in is her page number from book #1, 247 in this instance. No one 
should realize that you know this page number! 
  
Now subtract 100 from 247 which equals 147, add ten making it 157 and then 
subtract two, making the final number 155!  This is far easier to do than you might 
first think! 
  
As soon as you calculate this number (155), pick up book #2 and thumb through it as 
if you are merely coming to a random page.  Pretend to note the page but actually 
you announce the page number as the number you just calculated!  In this instance 
the number is 155! 
  
Close the book without letting anyone see what page you are actually on and then 
write the number 155 down on a piece of paper as you say,   
  
“…well my page number is 155!  What was your number?” 
  
You ask this, of course, of the first spectator as if you had no idea what her page 
number was!  This is very important!  Anyone trying to back track will be lost at this 
point! 
  
Now the reason I had you perform the math of subtracting 100, adding 10 and then 



subtracting 2 from the peeked page number, is that the first page number, minus your 
calculated number, will always equal 92,  the page number from book #3! 
  
The rest is all showmanship!  Have someone verify your math (it’s always 92!) and 
then have her look up the page number in book #3 and then read the prediction! 
  
NOTES: 
  
Remember, the secret glimpse of the page number of book #1 is what makes this 
effect so hard to back track!  Pick up a book a try it.  You’ll see how deceptive this 
glimpse is!        
  
Then the rapid calculation (subtract 100, add 10 and then subtract 2) is very easy to 
do as you pick up book #2!  You may use your own numbers, but I find that these 
numbers are easiest because they are designed to always give an odd number for 
your page number and will thus never end up being 100 or 120 or any other number 
that will appear contrived. 
  
Also remember to be sure that spectator #1 always notes a page number of at least 
150 - and preferably higher so that your page number doesn’t appear to be too 
small!  This action is easy to do and is much like a Classic Force – except MUCH 
easier. 
  
A couple of trial runs will make you confident in your calculations and you’ll then have 
a wonderful and apparently impromptu piece of magical theater at your disposal! 
  
 Paul is an award-winning magician and lecturer, having published many effects, one-
man parades and mini-parades in respected publications like #�
�������1��. When 
not performing professionally, Paul has conducted dozens of close-up lessons, 
lectures, and classes for literally hundreds of fellow magicians. Please check out 
some of Pauls other compilations at:    
�����55���������������5����7�7�
�
��7�789:;<<����� 
  
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
 
STICKMAN! - My version of a Richard Sanders/David Acer Effect 
Paul Lelekis 
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